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Here’s what you’ll need for this project: 

 

Fabric 

 Four (4) squares 5” x  5” in your favorite cotton print 

 Four (4) squares 5” x  5” in a complimentary cotton solid color 

 Four (4) squares 5” x  5” of ultra-thin cotton batting or flannel (I use flannel) 

 

Tools 

 Sewing machine with standard presser foot 

 Straight-stitch presser foot (optional) 

 Steam iron and ironing surface 

 Scissors (or rotary cutter and mat) 

 Blunt-point tool to help form sharp corners (an un-sharpened pencil works great!) 

 Thread (I suggest using a contrasting thread for your top thread and a bobbin thread that 

matches the bottom fabric color) 

 

Let’s Make Some Sandwiches! 

 
Make sure your fabric and batting (or flannel) have been prewashed, dried and pressed flat. 

 

Cut the print fabric, solid fabric and cotton batting into 5” x 5” squares. 

 

Each coaster will require a “sandwich” of fabric:  a square of print fabric + a square of solid fabric + a 

square of batting.  On a flat surface arrange the squares like this (see photo): 

 

 Print fabric (right side up) 

 Solid fabric (wrong side up) 

 Batting (or flannel) 

You should end up with four (4) “sandwiches”. 



Page | 3  
 

 

Keep your edges nice and straight in order to end up with good-looking, square coasters.  Working with 

three layers of fabric can be a bit tricky, so I recommend you pin the three (3) layers together.  One pin 

on each side should be enough to keep things secure.  Like this: 
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Ready to Sew! 

Place your sandwich of fabric under the presser foot of the machine and sew a ¼” seam around three of 

the sides.  On the fourth side, sew along about two inches, then stop and back-tack.  Snip your threads.    

With the needle in the ‘up’ position, raise the presser foot and move the sandwich about two inches 

further along.  (You’ll need an opening in the sandwich so you can turn your fabric right-side out.)  Take 

2-3 stitches, back-tack and continue sewing to the edge.  (See photo for detail.)  Snip threads and 

remove sandwich from sewing machine.  Trim all loose threads. 

Repeat this process with the other three (3) fabric sandwiches. 
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Making Things Right 

Trim all four (4) corners to eliminate excess fabric.  This will help you create sharp corners.  Be very 

careful not to cut into your stitches.  (See photo for detail.) 
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Now it’s time to turn your sandwich right-side out. 

Carefully reach into the opening between the print fabric and sold-color fabric.  Turn the coaster right-

side out.  Using your blunt-point tool, gently ease the corners to form nice, sharp points.  Take your 

time; you don’t want to poke the tool through the fabric! 

Repeat this process with the other three fabric sandwiches.
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Corner-Making Tools

 

 

Topstitching Will Give Your Projects a Professionally-Finished Look 

While this step is completely optional, topstitching is a nice finishing-touch to your sewing projects.   

Using a needle thread color that contrasts with your top fabric, and a bobbin thread that matches your 

bottom fabric, stitch around the perimeter of your coasters (pivoting at the corners).  Stay close to the 

edge.  If your sewing machine has a straight-stitch presser foot, now is a good time to use it.  No 

straight-stitch foot?  No problem.  Here are a couple options:   

1. Using the standard presser foot, adjust the needle position so it’s really close to the edge of your 

coaster.  Refer to your sewing machine’s instruction manual for details on moving the needle 

position. 

2. Use a hem guide (see photo) or stack of sticky-notes to help you maintain a uniform distance 

between the needle and the edge of the coaster. 
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Hem Guide Tools 
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Another Tool 

 

This is the presser foot that I use to topstitch my projects.  Mine came with my sewing machine.  You 

can find them online too.  Make sure the foot you buy is compatible with your machine! 
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Let’s Get Finished Up! 

Trim all loose threads. 

Using the steam setting on your iron, press the top and bottom of each coaster.  This will “set” the 

stitches and remove any wrinkles.  (My coaster is a bit wonky, but hey, that’s okay!) 

 

 

 

Enjoy Your Handiwork 

Coasters are quick and easy to make.  They are great last-minute gifts since they can be whipped up in a 

short amount of time.  This project is a great way to use up your fabric scraps too!  Make several sets 

and put them back for Holiday gift giving. 

Share the Love 

Be sure to send me a photo of your coaster project. I’d be honored to include your craftiness on my 

website.  Simply attach your photo(s) to an e-mail addressed to mike@craftydad.com.  Put “Coaster 

Project” in the subject line and tell me how the project went.  Were the instructions clear?  Did you 

make the coasters for you?  Or give them as a gift?  Feel free to share your story.  Thanks! 

mailto:mike@craftydad.com
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Coaster Kits Now Available! 

Yes!  It’s true!  Coaster Kits are now available in 

my Etsy shop.  Choose from beautiful fabric 

selections found at shops in my neighboring 

Amish community. Or...Go Green and make a set 

of eco-friendly coasters using unique, vintage 

fabric I find at thrift shops.   

 

Kits include pre-cut, pre-washed fabric and 

cotton flannel.  You supply the tools and about 45 

minutes of craft time.  

 

Buy a kit today and … Be Crafty! 

http://www.craftydad.etsy.com/

